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vo a change, the midget column 
this week is given over to the 
lighter side of our headachy prob- 
lems occasioned by the all-out con- 
version of the automobile industry 
to the manufacture of lethal weap- 
ons with which the United Nations 
will win World War II. I find 
plenty of material of this nature 
that fits my theme in the odd little 
stories that come to the desk as 
the result of the ban on rubber and 
the threatened rationing of gaso- 
line, which demonstrate the re- 
sourcefulness of our motorists in 
their efforts to “keep ’em rolling.” 
* * * 

ONE THAT I get a double 
chuckle out of comes from Nash- 
ville, Tenn., a classified ad that 
appeared in the Tennessean. It 
read: 

“Wanted to rent: Four 6.00x16 
tires and tubes for $20 for trip to 
Chicago and return; reliable party.” 

From Baltimore: “An almost new 
1942 model automobile was put on 
the auction block in a court-ap- 
proved sale in liquidating an estate. 
Wordlessly the auctioneer caressed 
the big, thick, lovely treads of the 
tires. The car sold for $1660, more 
than $100 above the purchase price 
new.” 

* * *& 

ANOTHER tire story, from 
Washington, concerns Leon Hend- 
erson (I don’t have to tell you 
who he is) that, it seems to me, 
classifies the price czar as a show- 
off. Leon, it is said, drives a second- 
hand car that he bought ‘several 
years ago, the tires of which are 
threadbare after more than 40,000 
miles. He is said to be in the mar- 
ket for another junker—provided 
he can get it for “something under 
$300.” Imagine a high-salaried ex- 
ecutive like Leon seeking such a 
bargain! Affectation, I would call 
» a 

AND I HEAR of the chap with 
the brilliant suggestion to slit the 
inner tubes, fill them with oats and 
soak tubes and tires in water, caus- 
ing the oats to swell and make 
solids out of the casings. 

* * * 

BUT THERE is no wonder the 
Army and Navy need so much rub- 
ber when you learn that 35,000-ton 
battleship uses 75 tons of rubber, 
the equivalent of 10,341 automobile 
tires; that a 75 mm. gun carriage 
requires 175.3 pounds, a scout car 
339 pounds; an airplane from 33 to 
96 pounds of tire rubber, plus 24 
to 35 pounds for inner tubes; pneu- 
matic rafts carried in planes for 
emergency water landings contain 
22 pounds each. 

* * * 

GASOLINE is another worry, but 
here in Detroit this problem has 
been solved by four matrons who 
are engaged in war work—they 
have dug up electric motor vehicles 
which run 80 miles on one battery 
charge. One of them is the widow 
of the late Henry B. Joy, once 
president of the Packard Motor 
Car Co. She has a 25-year-old And- 
erson electric, still in wonderful 
shape, which she used to drive in 
Red Cross work in the other war. 

Remember once when this branch 
of the industry had more than 40 
manufacturers of this type, and 
that in the early days when it was 
a toss-up as to the ideal type of 
motive power for the horseless car- 
riage—electric, gasoline or steam? 

The electric lost out in the 
scramble because it could only go 
from 35 to 40 miles on one battery 
charge although it handled easier 


in traffic. 
—Curis SINSABAUGH. 
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DIGEST EDITION 


Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMOTIVE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, however, 
will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and adver- 
tising as heretofore. 


Curis SINSABAUGH, Editor Georce M. Stocum, Publisher 
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Car Releases 90% Below Quotas 


Strict Interpretations, Few Applicants Peril Rationing Program; 
Time Limit is Cut to 15 Months on Instalment Sales; 
Two Dealer Relief Bills Introduced by Patman 


Severe interpretation of regulations and 
few applicants have combined to cut new- 
car releases to a trickle in the first two 
weeks under Rationing Order No. 2A, 
; AUTOMOTIVE NEws learned last week in a 
cross-section survey of the nation. In some areas surveyed, 
local ration boards have been overly strict in issuing certi- 
ficates to long lists of applicants, while in other areas more 
lenient boards have received few applications. 

Dealers, up in arms because of the slow rationing by 
their respective boards, complain that 50 percent of their 
county quotas will not be filled at the present rate; declare 
their stocks will not be liquidated for several years if 
boards aren’t speedier and more liberal. In areas where few 
persons have applied for ration certificates, dealers are in 
a quandry; some plan promotional campaigns to enlighten 
public on eligibilty. 

x * 


* 

With only 131 cars released in first 10 
Chicago, Denver, days, Chicago dealers figure only 37 
San Francisco, percent of three-month quota of 3,942 
Birmingham, Etc. will be rationed at present rate. More 
speed and a higher quota (Cook County 
has about 20,000 new cars frozen in Pool “A’”’) are sought. 
SAN FRANCISCO—Rationing board has been extremely 
severe in interpretation of rules. Only 23 cars released. 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—New car purchases authorized 
since March 2 only about 10 percent of three-month quota. 
DENVER.—During first 10 days of the rationing period 

but 20 cars were released. Few _ have applied. 


Car Rationing 


Gets Off to 
Slow Start 


Meanwhile, it was reported in Washington 
OPA Reiterates that OPA is watching the new-car ration- 
Its Promise _ing situation carefully and agrees that in 
On Liquidation some cases local boards are interpreting 
the rules too strictly. If this continues, 
general instructions will be issued designed to speed up car 
movement. OPA declares that it is determined to stand by 
its original commitment that all of the 380,000 cars shall 
be moved into a — by the end of 12 months. 
Citing the inefficiency and slowness of 
Detroit Dealers Wayne County’s lone rationing board 
Obtain More (Cook County, IIl., has 96 boards for only 
Ration Boards twice the population of Detroit), Detroit 
Auto Dealers Assn. last week obtained 
Gov. Van Wagoner’s promise to set up several additional 
boards in the metropolitan area. In the first nine days only 
23 new cars have been released under Order 2A in Wayne 
County, against 378 cars that should have been rationed. 
SEATTLE.—Twelve rationing boards have authorized 
purchase of 17 new cars since March 2. At this rate Seattle 
dealers have over a four years’ supply. 
COLUMBUS.—Local rationing board has authorized only 
three car certificates since March 2. Few applicants. 


News in Brief 


supreme court. Unanimously up- 


Asks Fuel Rationing 

WASHINGTON — Petroleum 
Coordinator Harold L. Ickes an- 
nounced last week the pertoleum 
industry had recommended to 
him rationing of gasoline in the 
East by a card system. Until the 
card system can be set up, 
which may require several 
weeks, the industry proposed 
that the government curtail sup- 
plies by 25 percent. 


Colo. Clears Ford 
DENVER. —Colorado’s claim 
for $200,000 in chain store taxes 
against the Ford Motor Co. was 
denied last week by the state 


held was a Denver district court 
decision that Ford dealer oper- 
ations were not subject to the 
state chain store tax act. 


U.S. Pay Charges? 


BROOKLYN, N. Y.—A resolu- 
tion asking Congress for federal 
funds to pay carrying charges 
on new cars held under OPA 
rationing orders and proposing 
that the government recover 
these charges from purchasers 
of the vehicles, was adopted at 
the annual meeting of the 
Brooklyn and Long Island Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. 


A Bad Mess .... 
and the Way Out 


So reports bear out observers’ worst fears regard- 

ing the general rationing program for new cars. 
Here are the startling facts as the 2A program enters 
its third week: 

One 1942 model is being released for every 10 that 
should be rationed in order to allocate the OPA’s quota 
of 145,500 cars for the March-to-June period. Inefficient 
local boards are interpreting the rationing order too 
severely. 

In some areas, applications for new cars are far below 
the number expected or required. Many eligible pur- 
chasers are uninformed; many others, chiefly defense 
workers, are not new-car buyers normally ; other eligibles 
are not now in the market, having provided for this year’s 
needs during 1941; others, imbued with false patriotism, 
fear public scorn if they buy. In addition—and this is 
most important—countless eligibles are loath to apply 
because of the strict regulations, while others have been 
scared by governmental utterances on confiscation, com- 
mandeering, etc. 

Here are steps AUTOMOTIVE NEWS suggests to govern- 
ment authorities to clear up this deplorable mess, into 
which dealers have been thrown: (1) Insist on liberal 
interpretation of the rationing order, or better, rewrite 
Sections 701 and 702 so they are liberal; (2) Broaden 
the eligibility list, see that eligibles are properly in- 
formed, halt business-killing “scare” stories; (3) Take 
new-car rationing out of the hands of the OPA and in- 
efficient local boards and put it under aegis of the Office 
of Defense Transportation, as truck rationing now is 
(admittedly new cars, under the present setup, are a 
defense transportation problem, not a civilian-supply 
one); (4) Let the government buy up all the cars it 
thinks it’ll need and let dealers sell their remaining stock 
on a monthly percentage basis, or (5) Let the govern- 
ment buy up all 1942 models in dealer hands at a fair 
price, pay the dealers one percent monthly to care for the 
cars if necessary, and let the government ration its own 
cars and spread the losses over 130,000,000 persons in- 
stead of 44,000 dealers. 


Effective March 23, the time limit on 
15-Month Limit new and used car instalment sales will 
Put on Car be lowered from 18 to 15 months, the 
Instalment Sales Federal Reserve Board ruled last week 
in its second tightening of Regulation 
W. Acceding to dealer protests, the proposed raising of 
down payments from one-third to 50 percent was quashed. 
Another change in Regulation W, to be effective April 1, 
provides an optional basis for determining the credit value 
of a used car. Maximum credit value must be the lower of 
two figures: (1) Actual purchase price or (2) the “apprai- 
sal guide value” plus taxes. 
x * * 
Two measures, designed to delieve car deal- 
ers and others who are in distress as a result 
of rationing, were introduced in the House 
last week by Rep. Wright Patman, of Texas. 
One bill authorizes the RFC, under certain . 
conditions, to purchase or make loans upon the security of 
any article or commodity, the sale of which is being ra- 
tioned. The second Patman bill permits any dealer, whose 
principal business was the sale of a rationed article, to 
institute court proceedings for relief of liabilities under his 
lease or for relief of liabilities for payment of obligations 
secured by mortgages, trust deeds or similar securities on 
property. 


Two Dealer 
Relief Bills 


Introduced 
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WPB Hits Output Lag 
Names 24. Chiefs 


WASHINGTON. — Warning lag- 
gards in the armament program to 
beware of public wrath, War Pro- 
duction Chief Donald M. Nelson 
last week declared that the nation’s 
war industries are operating at only 


Aimed at Gouging: 


OPA Clamps 
Lid on Used 


Tire Prices 


DETROIT. — Aimed at “price 
gouging,” ceilings were set last 
week by OPA on used tires and 
tubes prices, effective March 16. 
Affected are both car and truck 
used tires and tubes. 

Prices prevailing in the Oct. 1-15 
period were used as the basis for 
the ceilings, with the amount of 
wear on the used-tire’s tread de- 
termining the maximum for four 
categories. For tubes, OPA set a 
general price of $1.50 for all sizes 
of car tubes and a scale of $2 to 
$14, depending on size, for tubes 
used in truck tires. 

The four categories for determin- 
ing price ceilings on used tires are 
shown, in detail, in the accompany- 
ing chart below. 

Dealers are required to post 
prominently a statement showing 
the maximum prices allowed, and 
they are prohibited from adding to 
the price any charges for repairs 
or any service charges which were 
not made by the seller prior to 
March 7, 1942. 

In addition, the dealer must fur- 
nish to the buyer a written state- 
ment showing the price, size and 
type of the tire or tube sold. The 
statement must also tell whether a 
tire has been rcapped or retreaded. 
If tire has been repaired or vulcan- 
ized, the purchaser must be told, 
and the statement must likewise 
show whether a tire is a basic car- 
cass, or if it is not, the depth 
measurements or tread design re- 
maining. 


Chrysler Boosts 
War Output 


DETROIT. — Chrysler Corp. has 
started a $40,000,000 expansion pro- 
gram which will treble its produc- 
tion of medium tanks, President 
K. T. Keller revealed in a letter to 
stockholders last week. 

Output at the Chrysler tank ar- 
senal already is at capacity, and 
three more assembly lines are be- 
ing added. The corporation also has 
reached volume operations on anti- 
aircraft guns, Keller said, and pro- 
duction schedules have been multi- 
plied by five, requiring a $6,000,000 
additional tool and equipment pro- 
gram. 

In excess of $20,000,000 is being 
spent to expand present ammuni- 
tion-making facilities. Chrysler also 
is making aluminum alloy forgings, 
bomber parts and thousands of 
Army trucks, as well as other 
armaments Keller said he couldn’t 
discuss. 





50 percent of capacity. Denounc- 
ing idle tools that help our enemies, 
Nelson blamed the output lag on 
these chief causes: 

Delay in icreasing the number 
of shifts. 

Disputes over extra pay for holi- 
days and Sundays. 

Faulty flow of materials. 

Shortages of certain specialized 
facilities. 

Lack of imagination in meeting 
production problems. 

Time required to 
workers. 

Urging management and labor to 
settle their differences immediately, 
Nelson declared that “if all our 
equipment involved in war produc- 
tion were used 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, we would prac- 
tically double the man-hours being 
put into military production.” 

Earlier the War _ Production 
Board reorganized its Bureau of 
Industry Operations and established 
24 industry branches. Chiefs of 
each branch have been charged 
with responsibility for effecting 
“maximum use of existing indus- 
trial capacity ... for production of 
war material and products for es- 
sential civilian use.” 

Each chief will serve as “the 
official point of contact between 
the WPB and all committees or 
subcommittees” of the industry as- 
signed him. 

Ernest Kanzler, who has been in 
charge of the automobile-industry 
activities of the WPB, remains as 
head of the automotive branch in 
the new setup. 


train new 


War Deliveries 
Soar at GM 


NEW YORK.—Deliveries of war 
materials by General Motors for 
the first quarter of 1942 are ex- 
pected to show an increase of 50 
percent over deliveries to the gov- 
ernment in the last quarter of 1941 
and an incerase well in excess of 
100 percent over the deliveries in 
the July-September quarter of last 
year, it is indicated by Alfred P. 
Sloan jr., chairman of the corpo- 
ration, in a dividend message to 
stockholders last week. 

“Deliveries in the fourth quarter 
of 1941 totaled $158,300,000, an in- 
crease of 37 percent over deliveries 
in the third quarter, and were 
equivalent to an annual rate of 
production of $633,000,000, Sloan 
said. 

“The tremendously enlarged 
scope of this program as applied 
to General Motors through the end 
of January, 1942, is indicated by 
the fact that our task—based on 
all projects under contract or under 
study ultimately running at peak 
production concurrently for a year 
—was multiplied two and three- 
quarter times in the 60 days follow- 
ing Pearl Harbor.” 

ss 8 
Nash’s Plane Motors 

KENOSHA, Wis.—Nash-Kelvina- 
tor announces that its local plant 
will be transformed into an air- 
plane motor factory. 





Price Ceilings on Used Tires 
USED PASSENGER CAR TIRES 


Price 4-Ply. Category. Category. Category Category. 

Maximum New First Second Third Fourth 

BNE (SS pipet cp aSeawen $14.75 $ 8.10 $ 6.65 $ 4.45 $ 1.50 

OEE k. 5 6aGaas ede 0 Gees 16.60 9.15 7.45 5.00 1.50 

DEE b.555646 Sek sone ees 17.90 9.85 8.05 5.35 1.50 

RE giao ta gag Shas Aa ene 20.30 11.15 9.15 6.10 1.50 

ED -cacceksawleces ee ees 13.55 6.55 5.35 3.55 1.50 

BEE, ocabee wees aannccaD 13.55 7.45 6.10 4.05 1.50 
USED TRUCK TIRES 

Maximum New First Second Third Fourth 

* Price 10-Ply Category. Category. Category Category. 

BOOED o5005 40 eesawacease $68.50 $37.50 $30.85 $20.55 $ 7.20 

BM, 5 a:6e bs aaa wa oun ewan 62.10 34.15 27.95 18.65 8.00 

ME <5 0 sb ap wacicaaseeds 78.10 42.95 35.15 23.45 12.00 

ME: 65s sicawaeeceeee ane 88.15 48.50 39.65 26.45 12.00 

| BP errrerre rere 47.50 26.15 21.40 14.25 8.40 

alg aig Se orale 80.75 44.40 36.35 24.25 12.00 


N. S.—~Seesenate ear tires: First category includes tires with 7-32ds of an 


inch or more of tread desi 


fn depth; 
more than 3-32ds inch but less than 7-32ds; Thir 


Second category includes tires with 
category includes tires 


which have been regrooved or retain 3-32ds of an inch of tread design 
depth; Fourth category embraces all tires worn smooth but usable for 
retreading or recapping. Truck tires: First category 9-32ds of inch or more; 
Second category more than 4-32ds but less than 9-32ds; Third category 
4-32ds or less; Fourth category embraces smooth tires but suitable for 


retreading. 









Today’s Thought 


DETROIT. — Realizing that 
the general public doesn’t know 
_much about new-car rationing, 
many dealers are plastering 
their showroom windows with 
large signs: “New Cars NOW on 
Sale.” 

Idea is not so much to attract 
the ration-car holder but to in- 
terest other persons, who may 
be eligible to buy new cars but 
don’t know it. Once he’s inside, 
the prospective buyer’s status 
can be determined by the dealer, 
he can be urged to seek a ration 
certigcate if eligible, and dealer 
is able to line prospect up for 
future sale. 


Ohio Distributor 
Starts Machine 
Tool School 


COLUMBUS, O.— The Machine 
Tool Institute of Ohio will be in- 
augurated in Columbus this week. 
It will be operated by the Buckeye 
Motor Car Co. which has been dis- 
tributors of Oldsmobile cars in this 
section of the state. 

After weeks of preparation, which 
included surveys of various schools 
devoted to the instruction of men 
and women in defense work, offi- 
cials of the company have com- 
pleted a program intended to im- 
prove on many of such schools now 
in operation. 

The institute will have a faculty 
of 10 members headed by George L. 
Crisp as general manager who was 
for many years connected with the 
Bryant & Stratton business col- 
leges, and will include expert ma- 
chine tool men. There will also be 
available for night classes instruc- 
tors from Ohio State University. 

The classrooms and machine 
shop will occupy approximately 30,- 
000 square feet of floor space. The 
training will be conducted by text- 
book study and classroom lectures, 






















NOTICE 
Beginning March 16, Automo- 
tive News will have its offices in 
the Business News Bldg., 5229 
Cass Ave., Detroit; Telephone 
COlumbia 4245. 





but mainly through actual shop 
practice. The institute will open 
with an enrollment of 50 students. 

The institution has enlisted the 
interest of the War Production 
Board. 


Advertising 


Stout Quits Post Job 

Wesley W. Stout, editor of Sat- 
urday Evening Post for five years, 
who resigned last week because of 
a “firm but friendly disagreement 
with company on policy,” will be 
succeeded by Ben Hibbs, editor of 
Country Gentleman. Robert Reed, 
associate editor, becomes editor of 


Country Gentleman. 
* * . 


Collier’s Price Up 
Collier’s joins SEP and Liberty in 
raising copy price from five to 10 
cents. Some of 25-cent monthlies 
contemplating boost to 30 cents. 


Schuman to C-E 

H. T. Ewald, president of Camp- 
bell-Ewald Co., announces the ap- 
pointment of John D. Schuman as 
space buyer and production man- 
ager, and of Dan Buell as account 
executive, in the agency’s Chicago 
office. Schuman was with Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. 


May Ease Car Sale 


Rule for Draftees 

WASHINGTON. —Senator Her- 
rington of Iowa said last week pri- 
ority officials had advised him that 
a regulation would be issued soon 
permitting men entering the armed 
forces to sell their automobiles to 
whomever they wish. 

Present regulations stipulate that 
men entering the service must sell 
their cars to dealers or to persons 
having priorities. 


Robert Bosch 

DETROIT.—A cable from Berne, 
Switzerland, announces the death 
at the age of 81 of Robert Bosch, 
the German who designed and 
manufactured the Bosch magneto 
and Bosch spark plugs. The mag- 
neto was designed in 1901. 





Dealers: 


DIGEST EDITION 


Protest Henderson’s 
Scare on Tires 


ST. LOUIS.—The recent state- 
ment of Price Administrator Leon 
Henderson that automobile tires 
may be taken from some owners 
by the government and turned over 
to others in preferred classes, drew 
heavy fire from the Greater St. 
Louis Automotive Assn. which 
wired its indignation to Sen. Harry 
Truman of Missouri.  —- 

The protest stated “no possible 
good can come from such threats 
as that. They only have the effect 
of upsetting the people and adding 
to the present confusion and fear. 

“Under rationing orders and 
other regulations, some of which 
are pointless and lend no aid to the 
war program, shall business survi- 
val is virtually an impossibility. 
The American people, as well as 
American business, are not sissies. 
They can take it, but they are fed 
up with fight-wigs and _ useless 
threats from our own officials. 

“Gasoline rationing has been 
threatened for months. If this is 
necessary for the good of the coun- 
try’s welfare, then in the name of 
heaven, let us have it and have it 
quick so we may know what is 
expected of us and we may regu- 
late ourselves and businesses ac- 
cordingly. Threats of gasoline ra- 
tioning do no one any good. On the 


Tire Rationing 


Rules Upheld 


NORFOLK, Va.—Federal District 
Judge Luther B. Way has upheld 
the validity of the fire rationing 
regulations issued by Price Admin- 
istrator Leon Henderson and is- 
sued a permanent injunction re- 
straining delivery of passenger and 
truck tires and tubes without OPA 
authorization. 

The decision came in the first 
civil action brought by the Office 
of Price Administration under its 
tire rationing regulations. The case 
arose when Smith-Douglass Com- 
pany, Inc., filed a suit in the Nor- 
folk Court of Law and Chancery to 
compel the Joynes Tire Co., a tire 
dealer, to deliver $1,427 worth of 
passenger car and truck tires al- 
leged to have been purchased last 
August. All tire deliveries were 
“frozen” by the government on 
Dec. 11, and, subsequently, ration- 
ing regulations were put into effect 
prohibiting transfers of tires with- 
out eligibility certificates issued by 
OPA local rationing boards. 


Britain Slaps Brakes 


On Private Motoring 

DETROIT.—Britain’s private mo- 
torists will get no more gasoline 
after July 1 unless they can prove 
“genuine need,” the Associated 
Press reported from London last 
week. Currently, motorists get 
enough petrol to drive 160 miles a 
month. 


Frazer Survey Shows: 


Many War 


‘Buy Old Car, 


Save New One’ 

GREEN BAY, Wis.—Bogda’s 
Servicenter here has been offer- 
ing a number of old model used 


cars at prices from $45 to $95 
and suggesting that people pur- 
chase these “transportation au- 
tomobiles and conserve your 
present car.” 





contrary, most of the hoarding 
which has been the order of the 
day is the result directly of sense- 
less statements and threats on the 
part of officials in Washington.” 
The association also stated that 
at the present rate of rationing, 
it will take 309 months, or 26 
years, for St. Louis dealers to 
dispose of 91,066 new passenger 
car tires, which a recent inven- 
tory shows they, have in stock. 


Indiana Delays 


Car Taxes 


INDIANAPOLIS—Valuations for 
taxing purposes will not be placed 
on new cars here until June. Gen- 
erally this is done in March. This 
policy was adopted last week at a 
meeting of a committee of auto- 
mobile dealers with taxing officials. 

Township assessors in several 
parts of the state are taking steps 
to relieve the dealers from payment 
of property taxes on all new cars 
they have on their floors and are 
prohibited from selling. 

In case there is a special session 
of the Indiana legislature this 
spring, which now seems likely in 
view of war conditions, the ques- 
tion likely will be taken up and 


some relief probably will result. 
s * . 


Chicago Trims 


Property Tax 

CHICAGO.—John S. Clark, Cook 
County assessor, announced that, 
due to federal freezing and ration- 
ing orders, car dealers’ personal 
property taxes will be assessed at 
only one-twelfth of the value of 
their new and used cars and trucks, 
parts, and accessories, including 
tires, gas, oil and grease. 

Where dealers can prove that the 
one-twelfth figure works too great 
a hardship, a further concession 
will be made, Clark said. On ma- 
chinery and fixtures there will be a 
devaluation amounting to 30 per- 
cent of the book depreciated value. 

* a a 
Ask Orderly Liquidation 

DALLAS, Tex.—Dealers of North 
Texas, meeting with local dealers, 
went on record here last week as 
favoring legislation which would 
permit them to sell 10 percent of 
their new car stocks per month, 
thus liquidating holdings in 10 
months. 


Tools Idle 


In Car Dealer Shops 


turns from 4,131 automobile deal- 
ers, Willys-Overland President Jo- 


TOLEDO—On the basis of re-! purposes was 27,203,754 square feet. 


|The Frazer survey also revealed 


that there are currently 18,796 me- 


seph W. Frazer told the War Pro-;| chanics in automobile shops and 


duction Board last week that there 
is a vast store of war tools now 
idle indealer shops. Actual returns 
from 10 percent of the nation’s 
dealers shows the following tools 
available for war output: 

1,836 lathes, with carriages vary- 
ing from 4 to 22 feet and with 
swings from 6 to 22 inches; 168 
milling machines from 12 to 30 
inches in size; 135 shapers, with 
stroke varying from 6 to 24 inches; 
4,291 grinders up to 18 inches in 
size; 1,591 drilling machines both 
single and multiple; 4,683 air com- 
pressors; 5,168 units of welding 
equipment; 13,614 vises; 3,964 buff- 
ing machines; 8,397 portable elec- 
tric drills; 159 scrw machines; 6,516 
pulleys; 6,009 belts; 27,115 feet of 
line shafting. 

Total amount of floor space re- 
ported suitable for manufacturing 


garages who could be employed in 
the war effort and that 29,148 more 
mechanics are available, if needed. 
The dealer establishments report- 
ing have approximately 501,297 
lineal feet of bench space. 
Although Frazer assumed that 
the tool totals could be multiplied 
by 10 because only 10 percent of 
the nation’s dealers reported in the 
survey, observers assert that it’s 
more likely that questionnaires 
were returned only by those dealers 
having suitable tools and therefore 
that the total represents practically 
the entire number available. More- 
over, it is pointed out that the tools 
are scattered throughout the U. S,, 
minimizing their use in the war 
program, and further that many of 
the tools are several years old, 
thereby decreasing their efficiency. 


li 





- | 


ee 


